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Proposed visit by the Political 
Officer, Sadiya Frontier Tract, 
to Dosing and Riga villages. 


e@eesee 


Kale 


With reference to your letter of the 29th 


8, No. P.5933/28, I am desired to forward, 


Secretary t Government for the 
Assam, No. 254-X, dated 8th July 19350. 
From the Chieti Secretar' ) the Government 
or Assam, No. Pi 51-9521-A.P., dated LOth 
eptember 19350. 
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Secretary of 
a copy of the demi-official correspondence noted 


in the margin. 


J.C.Walton Hsquire., 
Secretary, Folitical Department, 


India Office, London. 


\With 2 spare copies). 
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Letter No.Pol. 2214/5938: RY = 


Appointment & Political Department. 


“t Arma 4 


Spare 
GeE.Soames, Esquire, C.I.H., 


Chief Secretary to the Government of Assam, 


Political Branch. 


The Foreign Secretary to the Government of India. 


Shillong, the 20th August i929. 
Advance to the Siyom River in the Abor 
Country in the Sadiya Frontier Tract. 
Sir, 

ft am directed to refer to the correspondence resting 
with my letter No.Pol.2075/5569 A.P, dated the 5th August 
1929, and to report, for the information of the Government 
of India, that no expenditure will be required in connection 
with the advance of the Yembung post during this year except 
on account of the increase in the coolie corps. 

The cost during the current year on account of the 
addition of one sardar and twenty-five coolies to the Sadiya 
coolie corps is estimated at Rs.3,450/+. Of this amount 
Rs.2,820/- can be found from the budget grant under the 
appropriate head and it is probable that the balance can be 
met later from other heads within the grant under the head 
"29-A-Frontier Watch and Ward - C-Miscellaneous" in the budget 
for 1929-30. Should the Government of Assam not be able to 
meet the expenditure by a re-appropriation within their powers 


of sanction, the Government of India will be addressed again. 


I have,etc., 


Sd/- G. E. Soames, 


Chief Secretary to the Government of Assam. 
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"During the year with the sanction of Gover nnen 
the Political Officer and the Assistant Political Of 
Pasighat, accompanied by 
British Officer, one Gurkha Officer and 
end Pattalion, Assam Rifles, advanced to the Siyom river 
in an endeavour to clear un the situation revortec 
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year's administration report, which had arisen as 

result of continued pressure exercised by Yekshing and 

TN eet illas a wrery hal leg bret Tic 4 4 c 

Vosing villagers on Pangin village. Owing to the fact that 
neither Yekshine nor Josing would come in to discuss the 


points at issue, the visit was not fully successful in 
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war existing between the 
Pangi tribe and their Minyong and Padam neighbours has 
throughout the year, thouch active operations 
have not taken place on any big scale. Another big 
Minyong and Padam was planned for early 
ascertainable reason, 
on account of mutual distrust of the alli 
the Pangis are always doubtful 
ir fellows to synchronize 
he very decided reverse they experienced 
an effect on their plans for the 
further active prosecution of the war. 
"There is, however, no sign that either pa is 
poll-tax paying 
subjects hat n veral sions approached me for leave 
$, which was 
refused. 
"During the year with the sanction of Governme: 
olitical Officer and the Assistant Political Of 
accompanied by 
one Gurkha 


Assam Rifles, advanced 
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year's administration report, which had arisen as 


result of continued pressure exercised by Yekshing 


Dosing villagers on Pangin village. Owing to the fact that 


neither Yekshing nor Dosing would come in to discuss the 


points at issue, the visit was not fully successful in 


ats object, but the fact that we have shown ourselves 
capable of moving forward from Yembung will have a 
certain effect on the upper Minyong group, and should 
suggestions made in my report on the situation be 
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accepted, I trust that w hall be in a position 


adequately to cope with this economic pressure on the 


right bank of the Dihange river, which on the Ht bank 


resulted in 


"It is evident that unless the Abors living in 
upper hills will take up wet rice cultivation, or, 
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abandoning their previous policy of isolation, come down 
yearly to the plains, as 
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No.F.179+X/28. 


The Deputy Secretary to the Government of India 


in the Foreign and Political Department, 


The Chief Secretary to the Government of Assam. 


Dated Simla, the “ June 1929, 
Advance to the Siyom river in the Abor country 
in the Sadiya Frontier Tracts 

Sir, se sires 

With referenee to the correspondence ending with your 
letter No.v0l#834/2508-A.P., dated the 2nd April 1929, I am 
directed to convey the sanction of the Government of Incia te the 
Yembung post being advanced to the vicinity of Pangin village 
and to the addition of one sardar and twenty five coolies to the 
Sadiya Coolie Corps at an estimated expenditure of &s, three 
thousand per annum. 

The additional expenditure involved should be met as 
far as possible from within the existing budget grant. 

in regard to the Political officer's visit to the Dosing 
and Riga villages during the cold weather of 1929-30, I am to 
state that while the Government of India agree that this should- 
not delay the establishment of a temporary post near Pangin 
village, 1t appears not impossible that the visit may be opposed 
by force. I am to enquire whether this possibility has been 
considered, and, if so, whether the local Government are satisfied 


that they will be in a position to deal with any situation which 


may arise without military assistance? 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 


Your most obedient servants 


Sd. dJ.GsAcheson, 


Deputy Secretary to tre Government of India. 


YT OF ASSAM. 
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O Letter No -Pol.-834/2508 AP. ‘Is 

; |Apptt. & Pol. Department. 
Political Branch. 


GH. Soames, Esqe, C.I.E., I.€.S., 
Chief Secretary to the Government of Assam, 


'\ The! Foreign Secretary to the Government of India. 


eet Shillong, the 2nd April 1929. 


Subj ects - Advance to the Siyom river in the Abor country 
in the Sadiya Frontier Tract. 
_ a ihe 
, yr ey 


Sir, 54 43 h¢ 
I am directed to refer to the Foreign and Political 
Department's letter No.F.179-X/28, dated the ist December 1928, 
and to say that the Political Officer, Sadiya Frontier Tract, 
who proceeded to the Siyom river, has now reported that he was 
unable to get into touch with either the Gams of Dosing village 
or the representatives of the strong Dosing element in Yekshing 
village itself. From conversation, which he had with the two 
Gams of Yekshing, who represent the old villagers but do not 
speak for nor have any influence over the Dosing immigrants, it 
is apparent that while they themselves are friendly and have 

no desire to encroach on other villages' land, they are powerless 


a 


to prevent inroads on the part of the poweful Dosing 

party in the village. The latter's reragal even to discuss the 
situation is a clear indication of their intentions towards the 
cis-Siyom villages. 

Qe In these circumstances the Governor in Council agrees with 
the Political Officer that the Yembung post should be advanced to 
the vicinity of Pangin village, where an excellent site is 
available at no great distance from the Siyom River. This post, 
which should consist of oneplatoon of the 2nd (Lakhimpur) 
Battalion, Assam Rifley, will ensure that any Dosing squatters | 
are escorted back across the Siyom river, and that Pangin and 


iloreng villages are left unmolested. Should the attitude of 


Ver auing and Dosing make: this necessary, the pest could be ae: 
forwar' 


forward to a site overlooking the cane bridge below Yekshing 
village, but for the present it would be sufficient if the post 
were established near Pangin. 

Se As regards the expenditure involved in the proposal, I am 
to say that an addition of a section of one sardar and 25 
coolies to the present reduced strength of the Sadiya Coolie 
Corps will be required to put the post out and keep it 
rationed. The annual cost of an additional section is a 


little over Rs.3000/- per annum. The coolies will also be 


employed in widening and improving the existing p¢ Abor pafth, 


while aimm the small cost involved in making the temporary 
post can be met from existing grants. The sole difficulty 
would be the permanent bridging of the Yembung stream, but 

as this can be spanned by a temporary log-bridge during the 
cold weather, there is no immediate need to construct a 
permanent bridge. It is unnecessary to increase the Abor Hills 
garrison which will require only redistribution. 

4. I am to invite also a reference to my letter No.Pol.420= 
1121 A.eP., dated the 13th Februery 1929. As explained above 
the Political Officer was not able to get into touch with 
Dosing village and is not at present able to submit a further 
report on the observations of the Secretary of State. It is 
suggested that the Political Officer should be permitted to 
visit Dosing and Riga villages during the cold weather of 
1929-30 in order to obtain fuller information on the whole 
position. This, however, should not delay the establishment 


of a temporary post near Pangin village. 


I have, etc., 
Sd. G.H.Soames, 


Chief Secretary to the Government of Assam. 


From 
The Under Secretary to the Government of India 


in the Foreign & Political Department, 


The Chief Secretary to the Government of Assam. 


Dated New Delhi, the 24th December 1928. 


Advance to the Siyom River in 
the Abor Country. 


With reference to the correspondence ending with the 
letter from the Government of India in the Foreign & Political 
Department, No .179=x/28, dated the ist December 1928, I am 
directed to forward a copy of a letter, NowP.5933/28, dated 
the 29th November 1928, from the Secretary, Political Department, 
India Office, and to request that, with the permission of the 
Governor in Council, the Government of India may be furnished 
with the views of the Assam Government on the observations 
made by His Majesty's Secretary of State for India. 


I have, etc., 
Sd. Pe Gaisford, 


Under Secretary to the Government of India. 
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GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM. 


The Governor in Council. 


Letter No -Po1.420/112f AePe 


Apptt. & Pol. Department. 


Political Branch. 


Esquire, Gok ee r TeCeSe ’ 
Secretary to the Government of Assam, 


The Foreign Secretary to the Government of India, 
New Delhi. 
Shillong, the 13th February 1929. | 


Subjects- Advance to the Siyom River in the Abor country. 


Sir, 

I am directed to refer to the correspondence ending with 
Major Gaisford's letter Wo eF.179-K/28, dated the 24th 
December 1928, and in reply to say that the Political officer, 
Sadiya Frontier Tract, has been asked to report on the 
observations made by His Majesty's Secretary of State for 
India. The Political officer will submit his report after 
his return from his visit to the giyom river which he is 
now about to make. He hopes then to get in touch with 
representatives of Dosing and yekshing, put it may be 
necessary for him next year to cross the Siyom river and 
visit those villages, if he is to obtain an accurate 
appreciation of the position. A further report will be 
submitted to the Government of India in due course. 


JT have, etc-.; 


Sde GeHe Soames, 


Secretary to the Government. of Assam. 
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Advance to the Siyom River in the Abor country 


Tr r Tro 


in the Sadiya Frontier Tract. 


Foreign 


a copy of the marginally 


from the Government of ted communication and to 


No.Pol.2537/5803 AsP. ,xat 
14th September 1928. lest for the reas 
explained by the Government of 1 (itl the Government 
of India concur, His Majesty's £ State will be 
pleased to sanction the proposal. 
In order to enable arrangement to be made 
the ensuing wi 


by telegram. 


4 


the honour to 


Secretary to the Government of India. 
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Gee soames, Hsaqes “Gel che 2 TeGeSes . 
Chief Secretary. to the Government of Assam, 


fhe Foreign secretary to the Government of india. 
Shilling,: the 14th September 1926- 
Subjects= Advance to the Siyom River in the. Abor 
country in; the Sadiya Frontier Tract. 
Sorry 
I-am directed to refer to letter Noe 26 HeBeys dated 2ist 
January 1919; in which the Government of india in the Foreign and 
Political Department sanctioned the occupation of a post at 
Yembung but directed that no further advance into the Abor: 
country should be made without reference to them. i am now to 
sey that a situation has arisen which requires a forward move to 
the Siyom Fiver. Kebang a village south of the yembung stream in 
the controlled area is the head or parent village of the group of 
villages which lie between the. Yembung stream and Ssiyom river 
on the west of the Dihang river. hese villages all behong to the 
Kebang group of the kinyong tribe. worth of the Siyom river are 
villages of the powerful Riga group of the minyong tribe. though 
both the Kebang and Riga groups belong to the Minyong tribe they # 
are sharply divided and have in the past engaged in bitter 
hostilities; Riga having once stormed and burnt Kebang village. 
the Siyom river has for long been considered the. boundary 
between the two groups and: except in actual war the aecepted - 
poundary had not until recently been violated by either side. 
Jand hunger however has now led the people of posing and yekshing 
of the Riga: group +o cross the Siyom and occupy land belonging to 


the village Pangin of the Kebang. groupe whe gams of Kebang with 


a deputation from Pangin approached the political officer of the 


Sadiya Frontier fract in February last and asked him to prevent 


the inroads of posing and yekshing into Ppangin land. A 


serious situation mey develop unless some action is taken. ‘the 


inroads 


inroads will continue and extend, and Kebang the parent village 
which-is in the controlled area cannot for long be restrained 
from active. interference. on péehalf of Pangin and other ‘villages 
in their group. ‘Kebang has already asked the Political Officer's 
permission to expel ‘the invaders by force. Unless steps are 
taken to stop the inroads, a state of wire arise in which 
villages in the controlled aréa will be involved, and Government. 
will then be forced to interfere. 

A timely move forward to the Siyom river and the 
} establishment’ of a post.-there will enable the Political Officer 
| to stop the inroads before bloodshed hind occurred. ‘the advance 
| +0 the Siyom will bring all the Kebang group under direct 
control and at the same time the siyom will provide & much better 
natural boundary than the Yembung stream. lhe distance between 
“the two’ is about 9 miles, so that there will be only a short: 
advance. No complications aré likely. to result from this move 
put, if intervention is deferred, bloodshed is-reported to be 
inevitable. 

fhe establishment of the post on the Siyom may also enable 
the Political Officer to pave the way for the cessation of 
hostilities between the Pangi. tribe and the Minyong and Padam 
tribes which were reported in my letter No ePolet270/2450 A-Pes 
@ated the 10th April 1928. 
>. £ force of i¢ platoons. would be- required for the post on the 
Siyom, and the existing posts at, yembung and Kotung would -be 
maintained witha force of half a platoon each,on the line of 
fhe additional expenditure, which. 


communications with pasishat. 


wilt not be great, will consist of the cost of constructing the 


post, and extending the bridle path. with. some small recurring 


sport of rations and kite. if the 7. 


expenditure for the tran 


Government of india regard the proposal favourably, the. 


Political officer will be directed to proceed to the Siyom river 


during the ensuing cold weather, select a suitable place for the 


post and prepare an estimate of the expenditure involved. the 


Government 


Government of India will then again be addressed and be asked 


to sanction any expenditure which may be beyond this Governemtrs 


power of sanction. 


®:. The position of the villages and rivers concerned will be 


@ seen most easily in the map attached to Capt. Horets Report on the 
Abor: country published by the General Staff in 1913, 
—E have, etce,; 


Sd/— G.H.Goames; 


Chief, Secretary’ to the Govermment of Assam. 
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WL osure in 
INDIA"EREIGN SECRETARY'S 
Lettep No. 31 om 
Dat ; D : : 1 wea os ; 
ed 19 APR. 1998 nteretribal hostilities in the Abor country North 


Received 7 IAS 1928 of Pasighat. 

I am directed to state for the information of the Govern= 
ment of India that inter=tribal conflicts are reported to have 
broken out between the villages of the Minyong and Padam tribés 
on the one hand and the Pangi tribe on the n the 
unadministered area north of Pasighat. 

In August 1927 a report was received from the Political 
Officer, Sadiya, to the effect tt Pangi ibe which 
Since the Abor expedition of i912 head lived on more or less 
peaceful terms with its neighbours the Minyong and Padam 
tribes, had taken to mithan raiding end ather acts of aggres-« 
sion, the ultimate cause being land shortage in the Dihong 
and Yamne valleys. Since then small raids usually accompanied 
by murder heave occurred from time to time and it was reported 
that the Minyongs and Padams had formed a combination to drive 
out the Pangis and take their land. Efforts were made by tl 
two former tribes to obtain guns and powder from their kinsmen 
in poll-tax paying villages in administered territory, and they 
also tried to obtain powder and shot from the Assis 
Political Officer, Pasighat. ‘the poll-tax paying villages 
also are anxious to 
have asked the Political Offic« 
allowance of ammunition, while on a recent visit to Nizamghat. 
His Excellency the Governor was approached by several villages 
for permission to join in the ware 

So far the poll-tax paying villages have not trans= 
gressed the prohibition to go to the assistance of Damro, the 


parent 


parent Padam village which is 
Pangis but it will be difficult to re if 


kinsmen suffer reverses. A combined attack by the 


lent Padams and Minyongs on Geku and Sibbum, two 


repulsed, and, though reports are vague, 
to be in the ascendant for the moment and will probably 


proceed to counter=attacks on Padam and Minyong villages. 


ocanurs x paying villages will almost 
certainly join in and intervention by Government may become 
necessary. ‘he situation is being watched as closely as 
any information of importance may be 


will be reported to the Government of India. 


area involved and t} named are to be 


map attached to Captain Horets report on the 
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published by the General 


